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The Progress of the New Building. 

THE photograph reproduced above was taken, 
on September 1 3, from the top of a building 
diagonally opposite the site of the New Museum, 
giving a view north of west across the property 
and the Back Bay Fens toward Longwood. The 
method of construction adopted for the new build- 
ing and the point which the work has reached are 
very clearly indicated. In order to provide, first 
of all, a shelter for the collections whose transporta- 
tion offers the most difficulty, — those of Ancient 
and Oriental art, — the two advancing wings of the 
building on Huntington Avenue have been begun 
first and every effort is making to have both under 
roof before winter. If with them that portion of 
the central block which will convey the ducts for 
heating can also be covered over, and the power 
house with its chimney completed, work can pro- 
ceed inside the wings all winter and be resumed 
on the main building in the spring. There seems 
a good prospect that this program may be carried 
out. The chimney of the power house, now, and 
until the Oriental wing rises to mask it, the most 
conspicuous object on the ground, has reached its 
height and awaits the granite cap just received 
from the quarry. The power house is finished but 
for its concrete roof. In the ultimate Museum both 
will disappear inside the wing proposed for Western 
art, — the power house underneath it, the chimney 
in the heart of the structure and showing but a few 
feet above the roof. 

The foundations of the two advancing wings. 
Oriental and Classical, can be seen to be complete 
by their outlines on the ground ; those under the 
picture galleries in the main block aire rapidly ad- 
vancing to a junction. It is expected that all the 
foundations of the building will be completed by 
November I . The extemal walls of the Classical 



wing (the nearer) have reached the base course of 
granite which will eventually appear just above 
the turf surrounding the Museum, and the blocks 
are in place on the rear portions. Some of the 
steel beams of the ground floor are in place on the 
northeastern angle of the building, and some of 
the columns are immediately to follow. Possibly 
more might have been in position had the mills 
been able to deliver them ; but as yet there has 
been no serious delay of any kind in the work of 
construction. The granite for the exterior is being 
cut in several yards and deliveries are rapidly made. 

A most satisfactory footing has fortunately been 
found for the foundations of the building. By dig- 
ging to a depth slightly varying in different parts of 
the lot, but averaging not far from the level of mean 
high water, about eighteen feet below the street, 
a tenacious clay has been found into which the 
foundations have been set as far as was needed to 
get a level bearing. All driving of piles has thus 
been obviated ; and this is of future importance, 
for in extendmg the building the completed por- 
tions would unavoidably be subjected to a jarring 
dangerous to their contents. The clay prevents 
the entrance of water under the building, with ex- 
posure to the air it becomes hard as stone, and 
borings reveal that the depth of the bed in some 
places reaches thirty feet. 

A few weeks will make a great difference in the 
appearance of the structure. The walls of the 
wings will soon outline the forecourt on Huntington 
Avenue, and clearly show the amount of free space 
— about two hundred feet — which is permanently 
to separate the Museum from the nearest buildings 
on the neighboring streets. This is an interval 
sufficient to guard the new building for all time 
from the obstruction of light and the danger of 
fire long a burden and a menace to the present 
Museum. 



